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The South London Botanical Institute
Teachers Pack

Dear teacher / group leader

To help you and your class get the most out of your visit, we have supplied the following information as a general introduction.

We advise that before a school visit takes place, an introductory tour of the Institute takes place. This can be arranged with the education officer. It is an opportunity to check your own health and safety requirements, familiarise yourself with the layout, facilities and historic character of the SLBI. 

You can also take advantage of our open evenings throughout the summer. See our website www.slbi.org.uk for more information on timings. 

We expect to have spoken to the members of staff leading the group before your visit to ensure you are aware of your roles and responsibilities.

ABOUT US

The South London Botanical Institute is a unique educational resource in south London. 2010 is our centenary year, and is also the International Year of Biodiversity. It provides an excellent opportunity for your class to experience a botanical institute and botanic garden at first hand.

We run a range of courses suitable for your class to get hands on experience of plant hunting, microscopy, the uses and relevance of plants in our every day lives, botanical drawing, carnivorous plants and more, all in the setting of an old Victorian house.

Costs

We charge £1.00 per student to support our grant funded education programme. Please feel free to get in touch with us to discuss further if this is a problem.

We appreciate all feedback to help improve and develop our courses, and provide all teachers with a feedback form at the end of their visit.

YOUR VISIT

A morning or afternoon visit will last approximately two hours. A short history and introduction is followed by up to three sessions of activities utilising the garden, education room, library and herbarium.

A single session would last half an hour, before moving on to another room to have a further look at another aspect of plant life.

We encourage every child to have a go, so small groups mean hands on experience. For example, examining plant parts under the microscope, dissecting a flower and preparing slides or botanical

drawing. 

All the activities are designed to develop observational skills, promote discussion and encourage an awareness of the importance of plants in every aspect of our lives. 

We rely on volunteers to enable our programme, so we expect all adults accompanying the group to be actively involved in assisting the group to get the most out of their visit.

This could mean supporting the children as they explore the garden worksheet in hand, helping to focus the microscopes or encouraging the use of hand lenses whilst drawing. 

EDUCATION PROGRAMME
Our education programme is suitable for nurseries, primary schools and play schemes.

It is ideal for introducing young children to the world of nature, the seasons and how we use plants in our everyday lives.

Our programme links in with the National Curriculum meaning a visit to the SLBI supports classroom topics, in particular

KS 1 & 2

YR 1 - Finding plants 


YR 2 - Looking for plants 

YR 5 - Life cycles

Growing plants 



Local habitats 



Fruits and seeds

How plants grow 


Flowering plants 


Seed dispersal

Growing seeds 



Insect pollination

Flower parts

YR 3 - Helping plants grow well 
YR 4 – Habitats


Yr 6
Plants for food 



Grouping and using keys
           Classification

Growing plants                                                                                            Structures of flowering plants
                                                                    

                                                                                                                  Plant reproduction

We can also look at different habitats and how plants adapt to them.

We can make a pot and sow a seed, and learn what we need to do to encourage a healthy plant.

We can discover why carnivorous plants trap flies, and why some plants have swollen stems and leaves.

We can learn about the seasons and what happens to plants at different times of the year.

These are just some of the things on offer, but with prior arrangement and discussion, we can tailor the sessions to your needs.
FACILITIES

The institute is situated in a Victorian house. We can take groups of up to 30 students, but due to the size of our rooms, we’ll usually divide the groups into 2 or 3. This enables all students to thoroughly engage in the activities.

Education room - A well stocked room with microscopes, hand lenses and magnifiers, tools for plant dissection and craft materials.

Garden – A beautiful botanic garden with order beds and a pond, and collections of medicinal, scented, Australasian and native plants amongst others.

Library – A reading library with a large collection of plant related books. We often do quiet study such as botanical drawing here.

Herbarium – A collection of pressed specimens from Europe and the UK, with specimens dating back over 150 years.

Lecture room – a large room for gathering the class and taking a break if necessary.

HOW TO FIND US

Directions to the institute.

We are situated at no 323, Norwood Road, the Tulse Hill end of Norwood Road, near the junction 

of  the South Circular (A205).

By Train – nearest station is Tulse Hill, served by Thameslink and trains from London Bridge.

By bus

The following buses pass by the Institute:

68  
Euston – West Norwood via Waterloo

196 
Brixton – Norwood Junction

322
Brixton – Crystal Palace

468 
South Croydon – Elephant and Castle

The following buses stop at Tulse Hill, a short walk fro the Institute.

2
Marylebone Station – Victoria – Crystal Palace

P13 
Surrey Quays – East Dulwich – Streatham

201 Mitcham Junction – Tulse Hill

Children’s Activities at the SLBI 

Some Safety Information for leaders and volunteers

General 

The SLBI is a historic and fragile environment, with much to discover within it. To safeguard it and themselves and to get the most out of their visit, please ensure that children:

· Walk, rather than run.

· Do not climb on anything.

· Talk, rather than shout.

· Wash their hands before eating.

· Wash hands after handling plant material.

Children must be supervised by an adult at all times – e.g. while making their way to and from, or waiting for, the toilet.  

First aid

Where possible, any first aid should be provided by the accompanying teachers, leaders, and parents. 

SLBI will appoint a first-aider to deal with any accidents happening to participants directly under our supervision. 

Laboratory

The access stairs are steep; children should be supervised when on them. 

Please assist and supervise children when they are using the microscopes. 

In particular: 

Children should not put their weight on the microscopes, or pull themselves up using them. 

Children should not touch any part of the electrical supply. 

SLBI reps will ensure microscopes are set up and cables are taped away before the visit. 

Herbarium

· Children must be supervised when handling the herbarium specimens, which are to be kept in their plastic envelopes at all times. 

· Small children sometimes fiddle with the cabinet mechanisms, and get their fingers caught.  

To prevent this happening, we block access at child level, where possible, otherwise supervise very carefully. 

Pond:

· Show children the pond, warn them it is wet and dangerous and supervise them when in the vicinity.

Garden: 

· Children are to remain on paths and to walk, not run, at all times. Paths are narrow and children shouldn’t push past each other.

· Some paths have uneven surfaces, so running can be dangerous. 

· Children should not pick any leaves without supervision from SLBI. 

· Children should be supervised around the greenhouse and made aware of the glass panels in the windows. 

· Some plants are irritants or poisonous (useful for information) These are generally planted beyond arm’s length and clearly labelled. 

          Warn the children and accompanying adults. 

SLBI reps will ensure clear access to the toilet for use during your visit.

Behaviour

We will endeavour to ensure that activities are accessible to all participants, and we will not make remarks on the subject of race, religion, or background, that might be seen to exclude any particular group. If these remarks are made by others under our supervision, we will respectfully challenge them. 

· We will endeavour to adjust activities to overcome any access difficulties, particularly among participants with disabilities, or speakers of languages other than English. 

· SLBI reps will not swear or use suggestive language. We will try to provide a positive example to children. 

· SLBI reps will be aware of the appropriate level of touch in inter-relations with children. 

· Overall we will endeavour to provide a safe and supportive environment to help children discover a world of science, botany and arts for themselves. 

· SLBI reps will block access to the parts of the herbarium not in use, ensure there are no trip risks, and prepare specimens for viewing. 

Arts

· Children should wear gloves for dipping sunprints. 

· Other arts activities will have their own guidelines to follow.
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