
  
 
 
 

 
 
Have you ever wondered about the leaf in our logo? 
 
It’s from a very special tree called Ginkgo biloba 
(scientific name) or the Maidenhair tree (common name). 
An ancient deciduous species, sometimes called a ‘living  

fossil’, it has been around for 270 million years – before the dinosaurs appeared even! 
It is the only living species left in the Ginkgoaceae family - all the other species are 
now extinct. It is thought that its resistance to pests, diseases and pollution have 
helped it to survive and live for so long.  Some trees are believed to be more than 2.500 
years old. 
 
At the South London Botanical Institute we are lucky to have our very own Ginkgo 
biloba tree (see picture above), standing tall outside the front entrance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ginkgo trees grow to be narrow and tall, reaching up to 40m high.  Their leaves are 
fan shaped and in the autumn they turn a beautiful bright yellow colour. 
Why not visit us to take a look and in the autumn you can collect some fallen leaves. 
Can you draw a picture of a ginkgo leaf or use their unusual shape to make pictures?  
 
Ginkgo trees are dioecious which means that they have male and female trees.  The 
male trees produce small pollen cones (middle picture) while the females produce the 
seeds but no flowers.  These seeds have a fleshy outer layer that is a light yellow in 
colour. They are quite lovely to look at but smell terrible – like vomit some say!  For 
this reason they usually only plant male trees in urban areas. 
 
Ginkgos originally came from China and the name Ginkgo comes from the Chinese 
work ‘yinxing’ which means silver apricot. It also has medicinal uses: in the leaves 
there are chemicals called ginkgolides that are used to improve blood circulation, 
tinnitus and Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
What an amazing tree! 


